
THE PRICE OF PEACE
And the problem of power



Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



The enemies of peace

• The flesh

• 1  Peter 2  11-12  Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 

which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

• The world

• Romans 12: 1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and acceptable and perfect

• The devil

• 1 Peter 5:8  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 

may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. 

Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.



Luke 2

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night.
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them: and they were sore afraid.
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 

a manger.
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying,
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.



Shalom

Rabbi Robert I. Hahn

• One can dictate a peace; shalom is a mutual agreement.

• Peace is a temporary pact; shalom is a permanent agreement.

• One can make a peace treaty; shalom is the condition of peace.

• Peace can be negative, the absence of commotion. Shalom is positive, the 

presence of serenity.

• Peace can be partial; shalom is whole.

• Peace can be piecemeal; shalom is complete.



What it is

• At peace with God

• At peace within

• A peaceful home

• Peace in Community

• The peace of Nations



The Peace of Nations



The Peace of Nations
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The Peace of Nations



Peace in Our Community



A Peaceful Home
1. Speak kindly

2. Gather regularly

3. Laugh readily

4. Work cheerfully

5. Give generously

6. Forgive quickly

7. Hug freely

8. Pray frequently 

9. Cheer loudly

10.  Love genuinely



A Peace Within

John 14

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the 

world?” 

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our home with him. 

24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the 

Father's who sent me.

25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and 

bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 



A Peace Within

Galatians 5

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 

for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 

enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 

things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.



A Peace Within

Trials make the promise sweet

Trials give new life to prayer

Trials bring me to His feet

Lay me low, and keep me there

~ William Cowper



Peace with God

Romans 5
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 

we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 

and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die 

for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have 

now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 

are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation



Peace with God

Ephesians 2
…remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of 

Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For 

he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might 

create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to 

God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace 

to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in 

one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit.



Peace with God
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,

When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,

It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,

Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought!

My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more,

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live:

If Jordan above me shall roll,

No pain shall be mine, for in death as in life

Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

And Lord haste the day, when the faith shall be sight,

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,

Even so, it is well with my soul.



Peace with God

Philippians 4: 4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.



Peace with God

2 Thessalonians 3

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every 

way. The Lord be with you all.


